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Mary, thelmmaculate
Conception — Patroness
of the United States

The May edition of the
Parish Connectioninvitesthe
readersto focus attention on
the Holy Family and the
continued importance of our
intercessional devotionstothe
Blessed Virgin Mary and St.
Joseph. Our God lifted each to
serveinimportant rolesin His
Divine Plan of Incarnation,
rolesthat continueto serve us
asfollowers of Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Church
history isreplete with ex-
amples of the benefits of their
patronageto usin all walks of
life.

The Catholic Church of
the United States has had a
strong devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary, even from the
early years of nationhood. In
fact, history tells usthat
Bishop John Carroll, thefirst
Roman Catholic Bishop of the
United States, placed the
young nation under the
protection of Mary. This
spiritual bond with the Blessed
Virgin persisted in anumber of
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ways over the years and was
made even more concretely
formal by the Vatican when
Pope Pius|X proclaimed Mary
as the “Patroness of the United
States,” under thetitle of her
Immacul ate Conception.

The National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception

During an August 15,
1913 audience with Pope Pius
X, Bishop Shanan of Balti-
more received the Holy
Father’s enthusi astic support
for the building of anational
shrine in Washington, DC to
honor Mary. The Board of
Trustees of Catholic University
donated the land for its
construction and on November
20, 1959 the Great Upper
Church of the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception was
dedicated. On his October 7,
1979 visit to the United States,
Pope John Paul, |1 had thisto
say about the National shrine
and our devation to Mary:

us with the voice of all
America, with the voice of all
the sons and daughters of
America who came here from
various countries of theworld
... Who came together around

had in common.”

The Shrine, a Multi-Cultural
Devotional Expression
The Shrine of the
Immaculate Conceptionisthe
(continued on page 2)

National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Constructed in Washington, DC in
Honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Shrine was Dedicated in November of 1959.
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largest Catholic Churchin the
Americasand is numbered
among the largest churchesin
theworld. It measures atotal of
459 feet long and covers an
area of 77,500 square feet. The
Great Upper Church is 399 feet
long and can accommodate
more than six thousand
worshippers. The Crypt Church
is 200 feet long, 160 feet wide,
and can comfortably seat more
than 400 persons. In asense,
the Crypt Church wasawork in
progress over time. Over the
yearssixty chapelsand
oratories have been established
inthe Crypt Church, represent-
ing the many cultural forms of
devotional expressionto Mary.
One of these Chapelsis
dedicated to Our Mother of
Africa. Truly, the Crypt Church
of the National Shrine of the
Immacul ate Conception can be
seen to represent, in the full
splendor of its multi-cultural
richness, the universal whole-
ness of the Catholic Church.
Through these various cultural
prisms we have come to know
and love Mary as the Mother of
Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, and as our Mother and
Intercessor before her Divine
Son.

At theAnnunciation,
Mary accepted the angel’s
invitation to becomethe
Mother of God. Because she
cooperated in giving the
Redeemer to the world, the
Church hastaught that Mary

represented the redeemed
human race at the moment she
said, “Behold the handmaid of
the Lord; be it done unto me
according to Thy word” (Luke
1:38)
(www.nationalshrine.con/nat

shrine/tour_c3 1.htm.)

Statue of “Our Mother of Africa and
Devine Son” located in the “Our Mother of
Africa Chapel” at the Basillica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate

Because of the Incarna-
tion, Christ’s Passion and
Death, and her assumption into
heaven, Mary participatesin
the distribution of God's grace
by her maternal intercession
before her Divine Son. And itis
through the life of Grace, the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit,
that we are united in the
Mystical Body of Christ and
receive the spiritual resources

we need to work out our eternal

salvation. (Ibid) Mary’s
mediating role in the sacred
dramais uniquely embodied in
the African American experi-
ence and eloquently expressed
below in the sculptured

program of Our Mother of
AfricaChapel. (Ibid)

Our Mother of Africa Chapel

Asaresult of the efforts
of the African American
bishops, in conjunction with the
National Black Catholic
Congress and with the support
of anumber of Black Cathalics,
clergy and lay, Our Mother of
AfricaChapel wasdedicated in
1997. Over four thousand of
thefaithful werein attendance
for this occasion. The Chapel
expresses the devotion of
African American Catholicsto
the Blessed Virgin and our
abiding faithin her intercession
on our behalf before her Divine
Son. The edifice to Our Mother
of Africarepresents our hope
and vision of thefaith, which
we received from, for some our
foreparents, and for othersfrom
the untiring efforts of dedicated
men and women. Our long-
standing devotion to Mary and
the very essence of our faith are
captured and distilled in stone
and bronze, in art and poetry, in
sacred images and symboals.
(Ibid)

A Sacred Conversation

The statue of Our Mother
of Africaholding the Christ
Child faces abas-relief in the
nave, asit chroniclesthe
African American odyssey and
drawsusto the Crucified Christ
in the sanctuary. Thesethree
scul ptured images, rendered
withidealized African Ameri-
can features, are meant to

Narrative Relief on the Wall of the Nave of the Mother of Africa Chapel celebrates the African American experience

encourage asacred conversa-
tion, onethat allowsthe
spectator to become a partici-
pant with Our Mother of
Africa, with her Crucified Son,
and with their African Ameri-
can children in the drama of the
Incarnation. The sacred

St. Matthew, the Human/Angel

conver sation beginswith our
captivity in Africaand proceeds
to depict theinhuman cruelties
endured during the Middle
Passage and during the periods
of enslavement, segregation,
and continued oppression in the
United States. (Thetortured,
yet hopeful expressions of
African Americans are depicted
inthe bas-relief on the wall of

St. Mark, the Lion

the nave and on the abstraction
in bronzerelief of the Henrietta
Marie, aslave ship). (Ibid)

The Four Evangelists

With the addition of the
four sculptures of the four
Evangelists, the Chapel of Our
Mother of Africa continued to
evolve. These scul ptures of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
are depicted with distinct
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St. Luke, the Ox

Africanfeatures. Along with
the statue of Our Mother of
Africa, the-basrelief panel of
our ancestors, and statue of the
crucified Christ, the four
Evangelists add their voices of
welcometo join the sacred
conversation. Also, each of the
Evangelistsisrepresented
symbolically by one of the
creatures described in the Book
of Ezekiell: 4-5andinthe
Book of Revelation 4:7.
Christian art and iconography

have cometo usethese
creatures asimagesfound in
Ethiopian Christian Art. (1bid)

. Matthew’s Gospel
begins by telling the human
ancestry of Jesus. (Matthew
1:1)

. Mark’s Gospel begins
inthewilderness. (Mark 1:3)

. Luke'sGospel begins
in the temple, a place of
sacrifice and tells of the birth of
the Christ in aplace wherefarm
animalslived. (Luke 2:16)

. John’s Gospel begins
far aboveal. (John 1:1)

The Unifying Role of Form,
Tone and Texture

Through the sensitive
handling of form, tone, and
texture, the architects, Leo Daly
Associates, have united architec-
tural styleand sculptura
elements of the Chapel to create

ahappy ambience for the sacred
conversation. The spectator is
invited to participatein the
sacred conversation through an
introductory panel with the
wordsfrom Isaiah 49:15"...can
amother forget her infant, Be
without tendernessfor a child of
her womb?...”

St. John, the Eagle

On the opposite wall,
beneath the narrative the
divinely inspired words of
Isaiah continue, asthey give
hopeto all of uswho suffer

under the yoke of oppression.

“...The people who
walked in darkness have seen a
great light:

Upon those who dwelt in
the land of glooma light has
shown...

For the yoke that
burdened them...

And the rod of their
taskmaster you have smashed.

For achildisbornto us,
asonisgiven us:

Upon His shoulder
dominionrests.”

—Isaiah 9:1,3,5

(For additional informa-
tion on the national Shrine of
the Immacul ate Conception
please go to the following
websteswww.national shrine.com
and www. nbccongress.org).

The Holy Family
— Cornerstone of
Black Spirituality

Charles O. Prejean, Sr.
Director, OBCM

AsCatholic families, we
have turned to the Holy family
over the course of time
because, as Pope Paul VI says,
“We believe that Mary and
Joseph are the summit from

which all holiness

Sanctuary of Love and Cradle of Life

Salvation Purifies and Sanctifies the Family — That

spreads over the
earth...The Savior

N began the work of
Salvation by this
virginal and holy
union, whereinis
manifested hisall-

| powerful will to purify
and sanctify the family-
that sanctuary of love
and cradle of life.”

As mothersand
fathers, as members of
the consecrated life and
e 3SSiNgle persons, we
14/ continueto turn to the
¥ Holy Family for
intercessional
~ | nourishment.

All thearticlesin
this edition are meant

to remind us as Catholics of
African ancestry, of The
Blessed Virgin'sfaithfulness, as
well asthat of St. Joseph, to us
on the uniquely difficult
journey of lifewe have and are
experiencing. We also use this
opportunity to givethanksto
the Blessed Virgin and St.
Joseph for theintercessional
benefitsthat they have gained
for all God's people.

Aswe preparethis
edition of the Parish Connec-
tion, our thoughts and prayers
arewith all our sistersand
brothers of God's human
family, especially those who are
in harmsway. Welift upin
prayersall mothers, asking God
to grant them his special
blessingsthroughout their lives
and especially on the occasion
of Mother’s Day. We pray
similarly for all fathersduring
the month of June, but particu-
larly on the occasion of
Father’sDay.

Speci al
Thanks!

The Office for Black
Catholic Ministry would like
to expressits appreciation to
Fr. Peter Hogan SSJ,
archivist for the Josephite
Society, for the materialson
. Joseph and to Mr.
Gregory Tabb, of the
National Congress Saff, for
the information on Our
Mother of Africa Chapel.

These materialswere
very helpful in preparing the
articlesfor the May edition
of the Parish Connection.

Without your assis-
tance, we would not have
been able to complete this
edition. God Bless!
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St. Joseph — Patron Saint
of the Universal Church

Husband, Father, Faithful and Obedient Servant of God

While surveying the
literaturefor thisarticle, | was
initially struck by what seemed
to be adefensive tone taken by
some of the writers, asthey
attempted to portray thelife of

Charles O. Prejean, Sr., Director, OBCM

come to know the person to
whom he had entrusted His
Son and His Son’s Mother by
the way he responded to the
Divine Charge given to him.

The work experience enabling the sanctification of dalily life

St. Joseph. Though the writer
acknowledged that S. Joseph
was the most prominent saint
in the Catholic liturgy after the
Blessed Virgin, they were
quick to say that there was not
asingleword in the Scriptures
quoting him. Upon reading
further, however, thisnotion
was quickly dispelled. It soon
became clear to me that there
was a central point that each of
the authors were attempting to
convey. The point was that
God chose St. Joseph because
of what He wanted him to do
and not what He wanted him to
say. Hewanted usto know
Joseph from hissilence. He
wanted usto seewhat it means
to have faith in God and to see
obedienceto God asitis
practiced by afaith filled
person. God wanted usto

Understanding God'’s Call to
St. Joseph from Scripture

It isin reading and understand-
ing Holy Scripture, particularly
their elucidation by the Fathers
of the Church over the centu-
ries, that we come to know
Joseph. Most of what isto be
known of Joseph can befound
inthe Gospels of Matthew and
Luke. Combined, these Gospels
tell of the Incarnation and
God'srevelationto Mary of her
rolein this Divine Dramaand
her unconditional acceptance of
God'sCall. Similarly they tell
of God'srevelationsto Joseph
inthis sameregard, “ Joseph,
Son of David do not fear to
take Mary your wife, for that
whichisconceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit: shewill bear a
son, and you shall call hisname

Jesus, for hewill save his
peoplefromtheir sins' (Mt
1:20-21). The Holy Father
Pope Paul 11 tellsus, “Inthese
wordswe find the core of
biblical truth about Saint
Joseph; they refer to the
moment in hislifeto which the
Fathers of the Church make

special reference.” (Redemptoris
Custos-Guardian of the Redeemer,
August 15, 1989, p. 1.)

The Fathers of the Church
Speak of Joseph: Selected
Excerpts

Pope Pius | X, writing at
avery difficult timein the
Church’shistory, wishing to
place her under the powerful
patronage of the Holy Patri-
arch Joseph, declared him
Patron of the Catholic Church.
(Quemadmodum Deus, December
8, 1870, p. 283). We aretold
that thiswas no idle gesture on
the part of Pius|1X. His
declaration wasvery muchin
keeping with Church teaching
and belief in the sublime
dignity that God had granted to
hismost faithful servant,
Joseph. Calling to mind this
belief, handed down by
Church Fathers over the
centuries, Pope Pius1X can
summarily state, “...the
Church, after the Blessed
Virgin, his spouse, has always
been held in great honor and
showered him with praise,
having recourse to him amid
tribulations.” (Ibid, p. 282f)

What are the reasons for
such great confidence? Pope
Leo XI1I goesonto explain:
“..Thereasonswhy S. Joseph
must be considered the special
patron of the Church, and the
Church in turn draws exceed-
ing hope from his care and
patronage, chiefly arise from
his having been the husband of
Mary and the presumed father
of Jesus..., Joseph wasin his
day thelawful and natural

guardian, head and defender of
theHoly Family... Itisthus
fitting and most worthy of
Joseph’s dignity that, inthe
sameway that he once kept
unceasing holy watch over the
family of Nazareth, so now he
does protect and defend with
his heavenly patronagethe
Church of Christ.” (Quamquam
Pluries, August 15, 1889, pp. 177-179).

In more recent times,
Pope John Paul 11, affirming
the positions of Pope Pius X
and Pope Leo XIII, writes
“his (St. Joseph’s) preferential
status determined by God and
thelogic of our belief in
turning to himto intervenein
our behalf in times of trouble,
reminds usthat the patronage
of St. Joseph must beinvoked
as ever necessary for the
Church.” He further adds
seemingly to remind us not to
limit our intercessional
prayersto St. Joseph, only
during times of peril, “...This
isso not only as a defense
against all dangers, but also
and indeed primarily as an
impetus for her renewed
commitment to evangelization
in theworld and to re-
evangelization in those lands
and nations” (Redemptoris Custos-
Guardian and Redeemer, August 15,
1989, p. 13) “where ...religion
and the Christian Life were
formerly flourishing and put
to ahard test.” (Christifideles
Laici, December 30, 1988, p. 456)

St. Joseph'’s Silence In
Marriage

Andwhat did Joseph say
inresponseto theAngel of the
Lord?Hesaid nothing, asweare
toldin Matthew 1:24, “When
Joseph woke up from deep, he
did astheAngd of theLord
commanded him and took Mary
ashiswife” Hetook herinal
themystery of her motherhood.
Hetook her together withthe
Sonwho had comeinto the
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world by the power of the Holy
Spirit. Inthisway he showed a
readinessof will likeMary’sin
regard to what God asked of him
through theangdl. (Redemptoris
Custos-Guardian of the Redeemer,
15 August 1989, p. 4) Similarly,
eachtime God called, Joseph
responded affirmatively with his
actions, i.e, theflight into Egypt
to secure the safety of Jesusand
Mary, and thereturn to Nazareth.

Surely Joseph response
to God's Call to him leaves no
doubt about hisfaith. Though
he may not have understood
fully God's Plan, the essence
of the Incarnation, understand-
ing seemed less urgent than his
need to follow the dictates of
hisfaith and trust in God. One
seesfrom Church history the
very nature of hisfaith ashe
practiced hisresponsibilitiesas
husband to Mary and as foster
father to Jesus. In understand-
ing these we can further
conclude that Joseph wasthe
quintessential role model for all
of uswith these similar
responsibilities. Pope John Paul
Il reflecting on Joseph’s
responseto God's Call to him
hasthisto say, “...Beside
trusting in Joseph’s sure
protection, the Church also
trustsin his noble example,
which transcendsall individual
states of lifeand servesasa
model for the entire Christian
community, whatever the
condition and duties of each of
itsmembersmay be.” (lbid. p. 13)

Not knowing what to do
when he learned that Mary was
with child, and unwilling to
put her to shame and poten-
tially death by stoning, Joseph
considered sending Mary away
quietly. However, when God
sent Hisangel to him to tell
him, “...do not be afraid to take
Mary your wife.” (Matthew
1:20-21), Joseph’s affirmative
action became, as St. August-

ineand St. Thomas explains, a
part of “anindivisible union of
souls,” a*“union of hearts,”
“with consent.” (St. Augustine,
Contra Faustum, XXII, and St.
Thomas, Summa Theol.). Also by
his consent in marriage, Joseph
became aparticipantin a
“...sacrament of the New
Covenant”, Pope Paul VI says.
(Paul VI, Discourseto the
“Equipes Notre-Dame”
Movement, May 4, 1970). He
discharges his spousal respon-
sibilitiesto Mary inthisnew
union according to the Grand
Design of Our Heavenly
Father. Our faith informs us
that the essence and role of the
family areinthefinal analysis
specified by love. The family
has the mission to guard,

reveal and communicatelove,
becoming aliving reflection of
areal sharing in God’slove for
humanity and the love of
Christ the Lord for His
Church, His Bride. (Apostolic
Exhortation Familiaris Consortio,
November 22, 1981, 17: AAS 74 (1982),
p. 100) Joseph’s great love for
Mary and Jesus, reflected in
hisfaithful discharge of his
family responsihilities,
contributesto the essential
reality of the Holy family as
the prototype and examplefor
all Christian families.

Joseph’s Silence in Father-
hood

Saint Joseph was called
by God to serve the person and
mission of Jesusdirectly
through the exercise of his
fatherhood. Itisprecisely in
thisway that, asthe Church
Liturgy teaches, he“ cooper-
ated in the fullness of timein
the great mystery of salvation”
(St. John Chrysostom, In Matthew Hom. V,
3: PG 57,57f). Joseph'’s father-
hood is expressed concretely
in his having made hislifea
service, asacrificeto the
mystery of the Incarnation and
to the redemptive mission

connected with it. This he does
by using hislegal authority
which was his over the Holy
Family in order to make atotal
gift of self, of hislife and work
and by turning his human
vocation to domestic loveinto
asuperhuman oblation of self,
an oblation of hisheart and all
his abilitiesinto love placed at
the service of the Messiah. (Paul
VI Discourse, March 19, 1966:
Insegnament, IV, p. 10). Joseph’s
response to God, as spouse and
father, and to his union of
marriage was atotal commit-
ment of love.

Work and the Sanctification
of Daily Life

One cannot but marvel
over the great faith that this
ordinary man had. Hewasjust
acarpenter, ahumble person
who alowed God'swill to be
donethrough him. Imagine
Jesusworking along side
Joseph from the time of the
incident in thetemple and the
yearsin Nazareth before His
Public life began. What
meaning can be drawn from the
work in which father and son
were engaged? We are told that
Jesus' work at the side of the
carpenter contributed to the
image of the Family of
Nazareth asthe model of the
human family from which
definition and meaningis
drawn. Human work and
especially manual labor receive
specia prominenceinthe
Gospel. Along with the
humanity of the Son of God,
work too has been taken upin
the mystery of the Incarnation,
and therefore has been re-
deemed in aspecia way. By
providing theworkplace venue
inwhich he and Jesus engaged
inwork, Joseph brought human
work closer to the mystery of
the Redemption. Work wasthe
daily expression of loveinthe
life of the Holy Family of
Nazareth, and so should it be

for the Christian familiestoday.

Inthe mystery of the
Incarnation, thework experi-
encein which Jesusand
Joseph were engaged is meant
to convey the very sanctifica-
tion of daily life. Itisa
sanctification that each person
must acquire according to his
or her own state, and one
which can be promoted
according to amodel acces-
sibleto all people. St. Joseph
isthe model of those humble
onesthat Christianity raisesup
to great destinies ... heisthe
proof that in order to be agood
and genuine follower of Christ,
thereis no need of great
things-it is enough to have the
common, simple and human
virtues, but they need to be

true and authentic. (Pope Paul VI,
Discourse, March 19, 1969: Insegnamenti,
VI, p. 1268).

Joseph and His Profound
Interior Life

Thetotal sacrifice,
whereby Joseph surrendered
hiswhole existenceto the
demandsof theMessiah’s
coming into hishome,
becomes understandable only
in thelight of his profound
interior life. (Ibid) This
submissionto God, this
readiness of will to dedicate
oneself to all that servesHim,
arereally nothing less than that
exercise of devotion which
constitutes one expression of
the virtue of religion. (St. Thomas
Aquinas, Summa Theol. II-I, . 82,a 3, ad 2)

St. Joseph, by hisaction,
shows us how to respond to
God'sWill as husband, father,
and asfamily. He shows us
how to find dignity in work
and how to find God in the
pursuits of daily living and
thereby live saintly lives. The
silence of St. Joseph found its
eloguenceinhisactions, in
saying yesto God's Call and
God'sWill. 2L Y
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The Bl ack Madonna

John C. Phillips

and the Gat hol i ¢ Gurch

Student Publisher,
Parish Connection

The most sacred icons of
the Catholic Church arethe
Black Madonnaand Christ
child, which arefoundin

Europe’smost venerated
shrines and cathedrals. Each
year, hundreds of thousands of
European pilgrimsritually
humble themselves before the
image of Black Mary and her
child Jesus at Black Madonna
sitesthroughout France,
Germany, Spain, Italy,
Belgium, Portugal and other
Catholic countries. Many
Black Madonna statues have
the black paint literally kissed
off of their hands and feet. In
Poland, the Church encourages
believersto pray to the Black

Madonnaof Czestochowka
every morning beforerising. It
isreported that Pope John Paul
followsthisritual. Time
Magazine (June 11, 1979)
reported on Pope Paul |1's visit
to Czestochowka's holiest

shrine, which prominently
displays“TheLady” known
for centuries asthe Black
Madonna. At Our Lady of
Koden (Poland), there are
statues of white saints carrying
pictures of Black Madonnas.
Pilgrimsthroughout the ages
have visited Black Madonna

sitesand left inspired, confi-
dent, relieved, or healed of
their afflictions. Today, there
are over 300 documented
Black Madonnasitesin France
aone. Sometimesthey are
hidden away in vaults, while
the publicis shown Madonnas
with European features.

In the hard-to-find
classic, Anacalypsis, historian
Godfrey Higgenswrites,
“...inall the Romish
countries of Europe, in
France, Italy, Germany, etc.,
the God Christ, aswell ashis
mother, are described in their
old pictures and statues to be
black. Theinfant God, in the
arms of his black mother, his
eyes and drapery white, is
himself perfectly black. If the

readers doubt my word, he may
go to the cathedral at Moulins
—to the famous chapel of the
\Virginat Loretto . . . the
whiteness of the eyes and teeth,
and the studied redness of the
lips, are very observable. . .”
Thereisscarcely an old church
in Italy where some remains of
the worship of the Black
Virgin and Black Child are not
to be met with. Very often the
black figures have given way
to white ones, and in these
cases the black ones, as being

held sacred, were put into
retired placesin the churches,
but were not destroyed . . .

The Black Madonnas
originaly all had Africoid
features before most of them
were destroyed by iconoclasts.
When they were replaced, the
artistsretained the dark

skin color but, not ¥

being familiarwith (.
real Africans, gave \':@;/
European featuresto #

the paintings. In cases
where originalshave
survived, you

may

witness

Africoid

features

onMary

and her

child

Jesus,

such asthe

Black

Madonna ‘F' -
of Nuria, '
Spain —

called “the Queen

Goddess Ad (Isis) suckling
her Holy Child Heru (Horus)

of the Pyrenees.” Russia's
remarkablelegacy of Black
Madonnas and other Christian
icons of dark skin are evi-

Queen of the Pyrenees

denced in the book, Russian
Icons by Vladimir Ivanov,
including the feature story of
the Spring 1994 issue of
Russian Life magazine, graced
with aBlack Madonnaonits
cover.

Actually the worship of the
virgin, Black “Mother of God”
with her God-begotten child,
far predates Christianity and
prevailed throughout the
ancient world.

Historiansrecognizethat
the statue of the Egyptian
Goddess Isiswith her child
Horusin her armswas
thefirst Madonnaand
Child. They were
renamed Mary and
Jesus when Europe
wasforcibly Christian-
ized. The worship of
Isisand Horuswas
especially popular in
ancient Rome. Roman
legionscarried this
figure of Black Isis
holding the Black infant
Horus all over Europe
whereshrineswere
established to her. So
holy and venerate were
these shrinesthat
when Christianity
invaded Europe,
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these figures of the Black Isis
holding the Black Horus were
not destroyed, but turned into
figures of the Black Madonna
and Child. Today these are still
among the holiest shrinesin

Catholic Europe. Titlessuch as
Our Lady, The Great Mother,
are the sametitles attributed to
Isis. Theword “Madonna”
itself isfrom mater domina, a
title used for Isis. The month
of May, which was dedicated
to the Virgin Mothers, isalso
the month of Mary, the
Christian Virgin.

Scholarly Disagreement

Over the Black Madonna
Increduloudly, thereare
some contemporary white
authors who seem not to link
or acknowledge the Black
Madonna’s color with her
African origin, although their
European ancestorsdid
without hesitation. Thereare
those who flatly deny any
racial connection. Instead
they offer various reasons and

Black Madonna Icon of 19th
Century Russia

sophisticated explanations
(i.e., the“dark” phase of the

moon, fertility of the earth,
etc.) which serve as excuses
for thefact that “The Lady” is
portrayed Black.

Thisisevidentina
number of books by white
authors, which discussthe
Black Madonna. These
authors appear to have become
so enmeshed in the webs of
false history woven by their
predecessors that they seem to
be blind to evidence of African
historical presence. Some
white authors of today, who
are unaware of the Black
Madonna sAfrican origin,
should read the works of afew
other scholarswho preceded
them, such as Gerald Massey,
T.W. Doane, Godfrey Higgins,
and Kersey Graves. These
writers knew and wrote the
truth. Thisisamazing given
the exceedingly racist timesin
which they lived. Yet today,
many white establishments

deny the African genesis of
religion.

In Bible Myths, T.W.
Doane devotes a chapter to
The Worship of the Virgin
Mother, where he candidly
states, “ The whole secret of the
fact of these early representa-
tions of the Virgin Mary and
Jesus — so-called-being-
black, crowned, and covered
with jewels, isthat they are of
pre-Christian origin; they are
Isisand Horus... Baptized
anew.”

363636

Coordinator for NBCC Initiatives

Black Catholic Leadership in the Twenty-First Century

Thisisan appeal to the
delegatesto Congress|X,
asking everyoneto give serious
thought to the initiatives that
could be employed to proceed
with the work of Congress|X.

The Officefor Black
Catholic Ministry needs help to
proceed with this very impor-
tant work and is asking for one
or several of the delegatesto
serve asitsvolunteer-
coordinator(s). The responsi-
bilities of the Volunteer-
Coordinator(s) wouldinclude
thefollowing:

v AssisttheOBCM in
developing an Overall Plan
for theimplementation of
Congress X Action Plan.

v Convene meetingswith the

parish delegatesto
Congress X, asagroup
andindividually.

v Assist theparish delegates
in developing parish plans
for theimplementation of
the Congress X Action
Plan.

v |dentify the support needs
that the parish delegates
may have for the develop-
ment and implementation
of parish plans.

v Assist the parish delegates
to secure the support
services needed to
implement the parish
plans, from the OBCM, or
from other sources.

v Implement all aspects of
the Overall Plan.

Odnationinto
t he O aconat e

The Office for Black
Catholic Ministry extendsits
congratulationsto Rev. Mr.
Chester Giffin, Our Lady of
L ourdes Catholic Church, and
to Rev. Mr. Bill McKenzie,
Christ Our Hope Catholic
Church on the occasion of
their ordination to the
Diaconate.

!
‘;'-‘
§
|

Rev. Mr. Chester Griffin, Member of Our
Lady of Lourdes

Rev. Mr. Bill McKenzie, Member of Christ
Our Hope

We pray for God's
blessing on the ministries of all
the deacons of the 2003 Class.
We also pray that their work in
the Vineyard of Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ will serve
well God the Father’s Plan of
Creation.
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Therei s Sonet hi ng Aoout Mry

Will Thomas, Morehouse College
Student, Assist. Editor, Parish Connection

Fromtimeto time, God
picks certain peopleto play a
special rolein hisplan of peace
loveand justice. Thosewho
weredivinely choseninclude
Abraham, Moses, David, and
Christ, who had by far the most
special roleof all. However,
there was nothing specia about
Abraham or Moses or David.
They were specid peopleand
had aspecid role only because of
the grace God gave them. The
sameistruefor Mary. Everything
that was specia about her and
her placein God's plan came
from God'sgrace. After dl, isn't
thiswhat we are saying whenwe
pray the words of theAngel
Gabriel in Luke'sgospd, “Hall
Mary, full of grace.” Everything
about Mary, everything that
makes her and her placein God's
plan different from ours, isonly
because of God'sgraceto her.
Mary isentirely aproduct of
God'stender, loving grace.

Local Mary Celebration

At theturn of the century,
His Holiness the Pope re-
quested that in the Jubilee Year,
Catholic Women should gather
for aday to honor the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Hereinthe
Archdiocese of Atlanta, alocal
Black Catholic Church has
been serious with the Popes

request. Agnes Driskell, along
time member of Sts. Peter and
Paul Catholic Church brought
the ideato the parish from the
National Council of Catholic
Women. According to the
request of HisHoliness, the
event needed to be for all
women and not for any specific
women'’sgroup with these
criteria. However, last year the
committee decided that any
event thisimportant and this
good should include men as
well asthe youth, but only three
men werein attendance, and no
youth.

Thisyear was the most
inclusive year to date registering
115 parishioners, including 14
men, with the Haitian commu-
nity being well represented.
Father Kevin Peek celebrated
Mass, with discussionsgroups
following after. The guest
speaker for the event was Sister
Nora Ryan, O.P. who spoke on
the subject of Mary asan
examplefor all for everyday life,
challenging all to ask “What
Would Mary Do.”

Mary’s Genealogy

The Bible does not
mention Mary’searly life,
although few other details of
her life are mentioned or
implied inthe Bible. The
scriptures do not present an
exact genealogy of Mary, but
we can make afew speculative
comments about her family
background. Tradition hasit
that she was the daughter of St.
Joachim and St. Anne, an-
nounced miraculously to them.
Shewas presented and dedi-
cated at the Temple asavirgin
and she was assumed directly
into heaven, adoctrine that did
not appear until the 5th cent. In
1950, Pope Pius XI1’s hill
Munificentissimus Deus made

Mary’sbodily assumption into
heaven an article of faith. The
Gospel of Lukeimpliesasa
possibility that Mary isa
descendant of David. That is
only apossibility and we
should remember that the other
New Testament’s sources are
silent about theissue of Mary’s
descent from David. However,
we can say that through
Mary’s marriage to Joseph, she
entered hisfamily and legally
became a part of the House of
David.

The Faith of Mary and
Joseph

The gospel of Luke
portrays Mary and Joseph as
faithful Jews, having Jesus
circumcised and presented to
God in accord with Jewish
law. The scripturessay, “His
parents used to go up every
year to Jerusalem for the feast
of Passover.” Once during this
very popular pilgrimage, Mary
and Joseph lost track of their
twelve-year-old son. Eventu-
ally, they found himinthe
temple amazing Jewish
teacherswith hisinsight.

Mary and Protestants

God'sgraceto Mary is
something withwhich Protes-
tants can agree, even though
they do not recognize just how
gracious God wastoward Mary.
Even Protestants recognize that
Mary had aspecid placein
God'splan. If for nothing else,
Mary’sspecia placewas
assured by thefact that she, out
of al thewomeninworld
history, was chosen to be the
mother of the Son of God. So
Protestants are very willing to
say that Mary had auniquerole
in God's plan of the ages.
Unfortunately, they do not see
all that thisrole entailed and al
of theimplications of Mary

being Christ’s mother, and the
nature of her intercessionary
roleinour lives.

Mary’s Role in Christianity

Mary’srole asthe second
Eve also explains the doctrine of
her perpetual virginity. Thefirst
Adam and thefirst Eve did not
remain virgins but popul ated the
earth, yet the second Adam and
the second Eve remained virgins
all their livesin order to
consecratethemselvesto
serving God full-time. Thus
Jesus never married or had
children. He did this so he could
consecrate himself to serving
God full-time,

Inthe sameway, Mary
was consecrated to thefull-time
service of God. The documents
of theearly Church, such asthe
Protoevangelium of James
record that shewas one of the
womenwho, likein Luke, the
prophetessAnnalived celibate
livesinthe Templein Jerusalem,
serving asfull-time prayer
warriors. Thiswould bethe Old
Testament equivalent of contem-
plativenuns.

Mary: The Model Christian
Not only isMary atrue
model for women, sheisasoa
model for Christiansin general.
Despite the cultural gap of
twenty centuries, thefaith and
active love for God and
neighbor, which she showed, are
idealsfor which every member
of the Church should strive.
The Church frequently presents
her asatype or model for
Chrigtian faith and discipleship.
Mary offersanatural model for
wives and mothers, though there
were aspects of her situation
unique to Mary because of her
God-givenrolein the history of
salvation. Indeed, even the self-
giving love, which hassuch a
maternal character in her, is
certainly anideal for al people
toimitate her intheir own

manner. PILIE

- 8-



Volume II, Issue 3

May 2003

Oh Mary, Don’t You Weep

Fr. Edward B. Branch, D. Min

O, Mary don't you weep
don’t you moan

Pharaoh’s army got
drowned

O, Mary don't you weep

Catholicsinthe Bible
Belt are often maligned for
having erroneously devel oped
a“cult” of Mary. Develop-
ments of Marian devotionin
some European settings have
left uswell opentothis
criticism. Misunderstanding
the cultures of Central and
South America, not to mention
Mexico, Spain and Portugal
has contributed aswell to the
critique. Sage and knowledge-
able Roman Catholicswho
want to enter into afull
conscious and active participa-
tionintheir faith tradition are
led to methodically return to
the sources and resources for
our apostolic belief. There we
realize that thereismore to
this Marian devotion than
simply amatter of private
practice. What we havein
Mariology isindeed atheol-
ogy, aconsistent revelation of
how God iscommunicating
with the human family. One

Fr. Edward B. Branch, D. Min.
Catholic Chaplain, Lyke House at AUC

thing istrue of divine commu-
nication; itisamost always
characterized by paradox. The
mystery of Mary isno excep-
tion. In areligion whose
anthropol ogy, sociology, and
iconography is patriarchal
(male), the central paradigm
for discipleship isawoman.
Mary stands at the center of an
old and new covenant parade
of women who exemplify
God’s use of the powerlessto
manifest The Omnipotent’s
inscrutable and incontestable
power. Thefirst sourcefor this
revelation hasto be the
scriptures.

Mary’s Directional Leader-
ship for Women in the
Economy of the Divine Plan
Toreflect on Mary as
woman in the scripturesis
instructive. Mary, the mother
of Jesus, does not come to us
asastand alonein the texts.
Mary is at the center of an
entourage of women and
prophetic people in Judeo-
Christian (and even Islamic)
memory who manifest not only
how God actsin finite time,
but also divine prioritiesin the
economy of delivering usall
into the divinevision called
the Kingdom of God begun on
earth. Sheisat the center of a
tradition of responding to
Divineimperatives. The
mystery of Mary draws our
attention to what iscommon
among those wonderful
women of the scriptures. Ruth,
Esther, Myriam, Judith,
Elizabeth, Mary the sister of
Lazareth, Martha, Mary
Magdalene, Priscillaand
Aquilla. Post Testament
women join their chorus:
Elizabeth Lange, Henriette
Delisle, Katherine Drexel,

Dorothy Day, Dr. Lena
Edwards, and, Mother
Theresa. They manifest in their
lives, the embrace of power-
lessnessto allow the power of
God to show forth. When the
powerless et themselves be
used by God, the divine power
breaksforth.

From the Powerlessness of
Mary the Power of God
Shows Forth

In some sense thereisno
more powerlessand pitiful
figurein the scripturesthan
this Mary, the mother of Jesus,
who finds herself pregnant,
though betrothed, in her little
Jewish community. Joseph, her
husband to be, holds al the
cardsin that culture. He could
have sent this unwed mother to
the street and exposed her to
ridicule and even death by
stoning. But heisa“just man.”
He decidesto “put her away
quietly.” Mary discovers, like
any Christian will, that when
you say yesto God, the trouble
isjust beginning.

God'’s Presence, Our Faithful
and Constant Companion

She also discoversthat
God does not leave you alone.
He sends angelsto whisper in
the ears of Joseph. He sends
faithful people like Simeon
and Annato let you know that
you are not alonein trusting
God. God even from time to
time givesyou situational
power to let you know that
folkson hisside alwayswin.
Water becoming wineisno
surprise to people used to
trusting God. The forgiveness
of sin through human instru-
mentsisadivine habit
recognized by believerslike
Mary. This pattern of trust of
God by the powerless that the
divine power might be seen
doesn’t end with the sacred
texts.

The Divine Method in the
Employ of the Human Estate

The divine method is not
limited to the sacred textsfor
manifestation. Thereisa
wonderful edited text that
ought to be on every Black
Christian woman’sshelf. Men
ought to buy it too. In A
Troubling in My Soul, Emilie
M. Townes assembles a cloud
of witnessesfrom modern
timeswho give testimony to
the Marian revel ation without
much mentioning her name.
Even thetitles of the contribu-
tionsare compelling and
instructive, illustrative of the
point:

“Using Power from the Periphery”
by Rosita Matthews;

“Wading through Many Sorrows’
by M. Shawn Copeland;

“The Sin of Servanthood and the
Deliverance of Discipleship”
by Jacquelyn Grant

“The Loves and Troubles of Afri-
can-American Women's Bodies’
by Cheryl Twonsend Gilkes

Combined, the essays of
A Troublingin My Soul isa
contemporary work that
suggest to us what the M other
of God might have written
were sheliving in the twenty-
first century. Thesewomen are
not just speaking to women.
They like Mary are speaking
for al people of good will.
They like Mary givevoiceto
the divine paradox in our time.
In her powerlessness, woman
becomesfor those who seek
power and control, the symbol
of wherereal power lies.

Mary, help of the hope-
less, continue to

show us the power
of God!

Deliver us from our

weeping ways!
ping way s0305¢
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How to Pray
the Rosary

The Rosary isadevotion
to the Incarnation of Our Lord
and to His Blessed Mother. The
completerosary iscomposed of
twenty decades, each decade
consisting of the Our Father,
ten Hall Marys, and the Glory
Beto the Father, and each
being recited in honor of some
mystery inthelife of Our Lord
and of HisBlessed Mother.
During each decade we should
call to mind the mystery that it
isintended to honor, and pray
that we may learn to practice
thevirtue specially taught us by
that mystery.

Steps to Saying the Rosary:
1. Makethe Sign of the Cross;
say the Apostles Creed.

Say the Our Father.
Say three Hall Marys.
Say the Glory Be.

Say the Fatima Prayer.

Announcethe 1st Mystery,
then say the Our Father.

o A~ WD

7. SaytenHail Marys, while
meditating on the Mystery.

8. Say theGlory Be, then, say
the Fatima Prayer.

9. Announcethe2nd Mys-
tery; then say the Our
Father. Repeat 6 and 7 and
continue with 3rd, 4th and
5th Mysteriesin the same
manner.

10. After thelast Mystery Say

the Hail Holy Queen and
the Let Us Pray.

The Sign of the Cross:

In the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed:

| believein God, the
Father, Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth; and in Jesus
Chrigt, Hisonly Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified; died, and was
buried. He descended into hell;
thethird day He arose again
from the dead; He ascended
into heaven, sitsat theright
hand of God the Father
Almighty; from there He shall
cometo judgetheliving and
the dead. | believein the Holy
Spirit, the Holy Catholic
Church, the communion of
Saints, theforgivenessof sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and lifeeverlasting. Amen.

The Our Father
The Hail Mary
Glory Be to the Father

Fatima Prayer:

O my Jesus, forgive our
sins; save us from the fires of
hell. Lead all soulsto Heaven,
especially thosewho arein
most need of Thy mercy.
Amen.

THE MYSTERIES

The Five Joyful Mysteries
(Mondays & Saturdays,
Sundays of Advent and after
Epiphany until Lent):

® TheAnnunciation. The
Angel Gabriel appearsto
Mary, announcing Sheis
to be the Mother of God.

& TheVisitation. Elizabeth
greets Mary: “ Blessed art
Thou among women and
blessed isthe fruit of Thy
womb!”

® TheNativity. The Virgin
Mary gives birth to the
Redeemer of the World.

® ThePresentation. The
Blessed Mother presents

the Child Jesusin the
Temple.

® TheFindinginthe Temple.

The Blessed Mother finds
Jesusin the Temple.

The Five Sorrowful Mysteries
(Tuesdays & Fridays; Sundays
inLent):

® TheAgony inthe Garden.
At Gethsemane Jesus
prays as He contemplates
the sins of the World.

@ The Scourging at the
Pillar. Jesusiscruelly
scourged until His
mortified body could bear
no more.

@ TheCrowningwith
Thorns. A crown of thorns
is placed on the head of
Jesus.

@® The Carrying of the Cross.
Jesus carriesthe heavy
cross upon His shoulders
to Calvary.

® TheCrucifixion. Jesusis
nailed to the Cross and
dies after three hours of
Agony.

The Five Glorious Mysteries
(Wednesdays & Sundays after
Easter until Advent):

® TheResurrection. Jesus
rises glorious and immor-
tal, three days after His
death.

® TheAscension. Jesus
ascendsinto Heaven forty
days after His Resurrec-
tion.

® The Coming of the Holy
Spirit on the Apostles. The
Holy Spirit descends upon
Mary and the Apostles.

® TheAssumption of the
Blessed Virgin. The
Blessed Mother isunited
with her Divine Sonin
heaven.

@ The Coronation of the
Blessed Virgin. Mary is
gloriously crowned Queen
of Heaven and earth

The Five Luminous Myster-
ies (Suggested by Pope
John Paul II)

(Thursdays):

® TheBaptismof Christin
the Jordan River.

® Christ's Self-Manifestation
at the Wedding Feast at
Cana.

® Christ'sProclamation of
the Kingdom of God with
His Call to Conversion

@ Christ'sTransfiguration.

® Christ'sInstitution of the
Eucharist.

The Hail, Holy Queen:

Hail, Holy Queen,
Mother of Mercy! Our life, our
sweetness, and our hope! To
thee do we cry, poor banished
children of Eve; to thee do we
send up our sighs, mourning
and weeping in thisvalley, of
tears. Turn, then, most
graciousAdvocate, thine eyes
of mercy toward us; and after
this our exile show unto usthe
blessed fruit of thy womb,
Jesus; O clement, O loving, O
sweet Virgin Mary. V. Pray for
us, O holy Mother of God. R.
That we may be made worthy
of the promises of Christ.

Let Us Pray:

O God, whose only
begotten Son, by Hislife,
death, and resurrection has
purchased for usthe rewards
of eternal life, grant, we
beseech Thee, that meditating
upon these mysteriesin the
most Holy Rosary of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, we may
imitate what they contain, and
obtain what they promise:
through the same Christ our
Lord. Amen.

s
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Parish Calendar
Announcements

The Atlanta
Archdiocesan
Office for
Black
Catholic
Ministry —
National and
Regional

May 11 —World Day of
Prayer for Vocations. The
Catholic Church dedicatesthe
Feast of the Good Shepherd, asa
day to pray for vocations
worldwide. Jesusisthe Good
Shepherd who knowsusandis
willing to lay down hislifefor us.
Let usjoin our churchinasking
god to blesseach of usin our
chosen vocation and especially
for thosewhose vocationisto the
consecrated life.

May 28-30—The
National Catholic Press
Associationisholding its
annual convention* The Spirit
isRising in the South” in
Atlantathisyear. The Catholic
Archdioceseis serving as host
committeefor thisevent. The
James P. Lyke Memorial Mass
Choair will be singing at one of
the National Catholic Press
Associations’ Liturgical
Services, on May 28 at 5 p.m.,
at the Shrine of the Immacu-
late Conception.

June 12 - August 1 —
Princeton University — Junior
Summer Institute at the
Woodrow Wilson School of
Public and International
Affairsisseeking applicants
for its 2003 Public Policy and
International AffairsFellow-
ship Program.

The Junior Summer
Institute is designed to prepare
students of color for graduate
study in public and interna-

tional affairs. Applicants must
bein their junior year of
undergraduate study and
demonstrate astrong interest in
public service and a career in
domestic public policy or
international affairs. The
programisfully funded and
will cover the entire cost of
tuition, housing, meals, and
transportation. In addition,
studentswill receivea
$1,000.00 stipend. For more
information visit Princeton
University’sWeb site: http://
www.wws.Princeton.EDU/jsi

June 20-22 — Ambassa-
dors of the Word's Sankofa
Youth Summit V1, “Reaching
Up to Higher Ground” in San
Francisco, California-
sponsored by the Ambassadors
of the Word. For info contact
Father Chester and Charles
Smith, (512) 485-0122.

June 29 - July 19-The
Institute for Black Catholic
Studies will begin its 239 year
summer session. TheInstitute
for Black Catholic Studies
offersaMaster’s Degree
Program in Black Catholic
Theology, and offers Certifi-
catesin anumber and Spiritual
Enrichment Programs. For
more information contact: The
Institute for Black Catholic
Studies Xavier University of
Louisiana, 1 Drexel Drive,
Box 49A, New Orleans, LA
70125, (504) 483-7691.

August 1 - August 7 —
The Knightsand Ladies of
Peter Claver will hold its 2003
Convention inAtlanta Georgia,
at the Downtown Hilton. The
Officefor Black Catholic
Ministry (OBCM) welcomes
the Knightsand L adies of
Peter Claver and praysthat
they will have a successful
convention. The Fourth Degree
Ladies of Grace Division will
be sponsoring a Gospel
Extravaganzaon Friday

evening, August 1st. This
event isafeatured fund-raiser
to support the education effort
of the National Office of the
Knightsand Ladies of Peter
Claver. The OBCM ishonored
to beinvolved in asupporting
rolefor thisevent.

July 19 —-The
Magdalene Project. The
Fourth Annual Meeting of
Magdalene Project will be held
at St. Anne's Episcopal
Church. The Magdalene
Project promotes and cel-
ebratesthelives of holy
women of the past as models
of spiritual transformation for
women of today. The keynote
speaker will be DianaHayes,
Ph.D., Georgetown University.

July 23-24 — Unity
Explosion 2003, “ Our God Is
An Awesome God” will be held
in Houston Texas, at the
Wyndham-Greenpoint Hotel.
For additional information
please contact the office of
African American Ministries,
Catholic Diocese of
Galveston-Houston, Phone
(713) 659-5461, ext. 257. Web

site: www.diogh.org/
african.htm.

Happy Mother’s Day —
L et ustake pause on May 11 to
thank our mothersfor bringing
usinto thisworld, for their
nurturing care, for guiding our
steps as we commenced our
journey of life, for returning us
on course, on the straight and
narrow towards our Heavenly
Father, when we veered in the
wrong direction. Let uslift our
mothers and all mothersand
ask Our God of al Creation to
shower them with His Special
Blessings.

Happy Fathers’ Day —
Let us not forget our fathers
and al fathers on June 15.
They certainly deserve our
best affirmation for the critical

rolesthey performinour lives,
in protecting thefamily andin
providing for itswell-being.
They too areinstrumental in
guiding our steps on our
journey to God. Let uslift
them up in prayer to the Father
of al fathersand ask that He
favor them with His generous
love and care.

X

Corpus Christi

May 2 — First Friday
Mass, at 11 am. (Thiswill be
the last one until September.)
The Potluck Luncheon is after
Massin the Stone Mountain
room.

May 18 - August 24 —
Co-ed softball will begin for
young adults ages 18 years and
older. The cost is $40.00. For
information call Michael
McKinnon at 678-344-2461 or
email at
| oui seandmi chael @aol .com.

May 31 and June 14 —
CPR Training. Thistraining
includesthe Automatic
External Defibrillator (AED).
Cost is$5.00. Checks should
be made payableto the
American Heart Association.
For further information call
Bar Kennedy, Parish Nurse at
(770) 469-0395 ext. 16.

X

Our Lady of Lourdes

May —All month the Our
Lady of LourdesWomen's
Club will be selling Recipe
Books. Cost is$10.00. Please
call the church office at
404.522.6776 for further
information.

June7 & 8 —COrdination
to the Priesthood — Deacon
Ricardo Xavier-Zatwon Bailey
will be ordained to the Sacred
Order of Presbyter (Priest-
hood) through theimposition
of Hands and the invocation of

—-11-
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the Holy Spirit by His Excel-
lency, The Most Reverend
John Francis Donoghue, D.D.,
Archbishop of Atlantaon
Saturday at 10:30 am., at the
Catholic Cathedral of Christ
theKing. Father Ricardo
Xavier-Zatwon
Bailey will
celebratehis
Mass of
thanksgiving
on the Solem-
nity of
Pentecost,
Sunday, June
8that 3 p.m.,,
at Our Lady of
Lourdes Catholic Church.

June 14 —Amazing
Grace Liturgical Dancerswill
be hosting their 2nd Annual
Father’s Day Fashion Show on
Saturday from4 p.m.-7 p.m.
inthe Katherine Drexel Center
on the grounds of Our Lady of
Lourdes at 25 Boulevard NE,
Atlanta.

June 22 — The Ecumeni-
cal Servicewith our neighbor’s
Liberty Baptist Church will be
on Sunday, at 1:00 p.m..

June 28 — Prayer
Breakfast at 10 a.m. to Benefit
the Scholarship Fund of Our
Lady of Lourdes Court #300
KPC LadiesAuxiliary. The
Loudermilk Center, 40
Courtland NE (Corner of
Edgewood & Courtland
Streets) Donation: $25.00.
Please contact the church

office at 404.522.6776 for
moreinformation.

Lourdes Young Adult Group
May — LourdesYAG
Sports Team sign-up starts.

May 2 — Salsa L essons
start at KADTS Studio with T.
James Scott, cost is $12.00.
For more information please
call Lani Gustafson at
404.688.0510.

May 4 —Ice Cream
Saocial on Sunday, immediately
following the 10:30 Eucharist.
All areinvited.

May 11 —Mother’s Day
Mass hosted by the L ourdes
Young Adult Group

May 16 — Lourdes YAG
Happy Hour. Hand in Hand,
752 North Highland Avenue
(VirginiaHighlands)

May 17-18 — Lourdes
YAG Two-Day Retreat at
Forrest HillsMountain Resort,
Dahlonega, GA.

X

The Lyke House — AUC

May 3—Pre-Marriage
Workshop by Deacon Fred
Sambrone and Connie
Sambronefrom 9am. to 5 p.m..

May 4 —Closing Mass
and Barbecue

May 18 — Commence-
ment for Morehouse and
Spelman College

May 19 — Commence-
ment for Clark Atlanta
University

X

Saint Anthony of Padua
May 4 —May Crowning,
after 8:30 am. Mass

June 8 — Teen Recogni-
tion Day at 8:30 am. Mass

June 15 — Confirmation,
10:05 am. Mass, Archbishop
Eusebius Beltran. Thiswill bea
Centennial Mass celebrating
thefirst Mass at St. Anthony of
Padua Church.

June 28 — Health and
Wellness Day (sponsored by
St. Anthony’sHealth Ministry
and 3 other community
churches).

St. John the Evangelist

May 2-4 — Knights of
Peter Claver Gulf Coast District
Conference (Mobile, AL)

May 16-20—Vacaion Bible
School from9am.to 12 pm.

May 18 — Breakfast
sponsored by KPC & KPCLA
after 8a.m. and 10 am.
Masses. Please note that this
event has changed to the third
Sunday of the month.

June 6 —Anointing of
the sick at the Saturday Vigil
Massat 5 p.m.

July 27 —Dress Out Ninth
Anniversary of KPC/KPCLA

Council and Court 340 and

Third Anniversary for Junior
Knightsand Junior Daughtersat
the 10:00 am. Mass.

St. John’s Youth News
May 4 — Faith Formation
at 6:30 p.m.

May 18 —Movie Night
at 3 p.m.

June 1 — Sunday Service
Project at 1 p.m.

June 8 —Youth Day at
Six Flags

June 22-27 — Sonfest
Beach Retreat

KPCLA Court 340's
Catholic High School Scholar-
ship — To qualify for one of the
$150 grants, please submit a
one-page essay stating “ Why
Catholic Education is Impor-
tant.” Send it to the Knights of
Peter Claver LadiesAuxiliary
Court 340 at St. John the
Evangelist.

Sts. Peter and Paul
May 4 — Emmaus Meal
a5p.m.

May 11 —May Crowning
after 8:30 Mass.

May 11 —Mother’'s Day
Breakfast at 10 am.

May 17 — $ts. Peter
Claver Regional School Spring
Festfrom 11 am.to5p.m.

May 24 —Mother’s Day

Dinner at 5 p.m.
g
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