
Key Geo-Demographic Findings 
of Archdiocesan Level

• Summary of Total Catholics in Diocese
• Distribution of Catholics by Race/Ethnicity
• Distribution of Unregistered Catholics
• Two year Growth by Race/Ethnicity
• Distribution of Catholic Growth
• Practical Applications



Estimated AoA Catholic Population
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Estimated AoA Catholic Population 
by Race and Ethnicity for 2008
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Our past estimates of our Catholic population appear conservative

Based on our initial geo-demographic estimates and parish surveys, it looks like we are missing many  
Hispanic Catholics, but doing well in attracting Black Catholics
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AoA Parish Population by Race and 
Ethnicity from Parish Surveys
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Multi-Cultural Diversity seems concentrated in Metro Atlanta while 
Hispanic populations appear more spread out

Percent of Catholic Population 
that is  “White” by County

Percent of Catholic Population 
that is  “Hispanic” by County

Black Catholic Population Korean Catholic Population
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Note: for the maps in this presentation, Red is high and Green is low in an attribute



There appear to be four pockets with a high number of estimated 
additional (unregistered) Catholics
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Catholic population growth is twice the overall population growth driven 
by the high growth of Hispanic and Asian populations

Annual Population Growth by Race and 
Ethnicity in AoA

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

White
 

Black 
Americ

an In
dian

Documented Hispanic

Undocumented Hispanic
Total H

isp
anic

Filip
ino

Korea
n 

Vietnamese
Other 

Asian

Total

Note; Undocumented Hispanic 
assumed to have leveled off 
based Pew Center Studies

Population Growth in AoA
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The same four pockets with a high number of estimated additional 
(unregistered) Catholics also reveal a rapidly growing Catholic population
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Geo-demographic and Master Planning

• Sent out parish geo-demographic 
reports and maps to enable bottoms 
up planning

– Programs
– Facilities

• Completed Facilities Master Planning 
Web Site

– Tools and process for Facilities 
Planning

– Will also contain county zip and 
parish data 

• Beginning top/down master planning 
analysis of capacity constrained areas

– Sanctuary capacity analysis
– Starting planning with deaneries that 

have high growth and unregistered 
Catholic populations 
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