Dispensation Checklist

Visums/Nihil Obstats

(Marriages Outside the Archdiocese of Atlanta)

Visums (Latin for “to look at carefully’) and Nihil Obstats (Latin for “nothing stands in the way”) are granted by the Archdiocese of Atlanta when a Catholic subject has arranged to be married in a Catholic Church in another place. If that place is within the United States, a visum is granted. If the marriage is to be outside the United States, a nihil obstat is granted. If the ceremony will take place in another church in a place outside the Archdiocese of Atlanta with a dispensation from canonical form, all the usual paperwork must be completed and the proper permissions obtained. If any paperwork is lacking, it will slow the process in Atlanta and may result in a delay at the place of marriage.
The original documents, which will eventually become the marriage file at the actual location where the marriage is celebrated, are to be submitted for review where the Catholic is resident and any permissions or dispensations granted by the Catholic’s ordinary before the papers are sent directly to the Chancery where the marriage is to take place. This is done by overnight courier so the papers may be properly safeguarded and tracked. The couple will receive a copy of the file from the Tribunal when the visum or nihil obstat is granted so they may take it with them to the wedding.

The receiving Chancery there will forward the documents on to the cleric scheduled to witness the marriage. 

The originals of all documents are to be sent directly to the Tribunal at least 60 days prior to the wedding:

· The fully completed Bride form

· The fully completed Groom form

· The completed Permission/Dispensation form;

· The fully completed freedom to marry forms (Affidavits) for the Bride and Groom (must be signed and witnessed);

· The baptismal certificates of the Bride and Groom (must have notations and be less than 6 months old if Catholic);

· If this is a validation, then an authentic copy of civil marriage license (must be fully completed with original officiant’s signature);

· A letter from the preparing priest or deacon indicating: 

· the couple has completed the requisite marriage preparation (copy of pre-cana certificate is fine);

· the address of the celebrant of the marriage;

· name and address the Church and diocese where the wedding will take place (the couple should supply the preparing priest with this information – a telephone number for the priest who will celebrate the marriage is also very helpful)

· permission from the pastor of the Catholic party to be married in the Church where the wedding is scheduled to be held

